
YEAR 8 – ART – PORTRAITS

C    PROJECT SPECIFIC

Portrait
A painting, photograph, sculpture, or other artistic 
representation of a person, in which the face and its 
expression is predominant. The intent is to display the 
likeness, personality, and even the mood of the person. 

Facial features Eyes, nose, mouth, ears and other details.

Proportion The relative size of one part to another e.g height and width.

Detail The smaller intricacies e.g eyelashes, wrinkles, reflections

Context
Before the invention of photography, a painted, sculpted, or 
drawn portrait was the only way to record the appearance of 
someone.But portraits have always been more than just a 
record. They have been used to show the power, 
importance, virtue, beauty, wealth, taste, emotion.

Sketch Light, rough outline to position an object or drawing.

Mixed media Use of more than one material to render/ layer a piece of art 
work.

B KEY ARTISTS

Florian Nicole
French

Contemporary

Modigliani
Italian

Expressionism

Picasso
Spanish
Cubism

Gabriel Moreno
Spanish

Contemporary

Van Gogh
Dutch

Impressionism

Face shape

Eyes half 
way. Nose & 
mouth
position

Draw nose, 
between eyes

Draw mouth 
centered on 
line, width 
centre to the 
eyes 

A        DEFINITIONS

Visual Elements Visual elements are the elements of a piece of art and are 
used to structure, analyse or produce a piece of art work.

Line The outline of a shape or the linear details of a drawing.

Pattern Shapes, line, marks in repeat.

Shape The enclosed space an image uses in 2D . Form is used to 
describe a 3D shape.

Detail The smaller intricacies in a drawing or image.

Tone The lightness or darkness of something – this could be a shade, 
or how dark or light a colour appears.

Texture
Used to describe the object more and how something feels or 
looks. A small selection of examples of the descriptions of 
texture are furry, bumpy, brittle, smooth, rough, soft, and hard.

Colour Colour is the element of art that is produced when light, striking 
an object, is reflected to the eye.

Form Form makes an object 3 dimensional, height, width and 
depth.

Primary Colours These are the base colours that all other colours are made 
from- red/yellow/blue.

Secondary 
Colours

These are the colours made from mixing two  primary’s in 
equal quantities - orange/ purple/ green.

Complimentary 
colours

These are the opposites on the colour wheel and contrast 
the most- Red and Green/ Yellow and purple/Blue and 
Orange.

Harmonic 
colours

These refer to the set of colours nearest each other on the 
colour wheel.

Composition The arrangement and positioning of images/ objects in a 
piece of art work.

Historical v 
Contemporary

Historical artists are no longer alive and past, where as 
contemporary artists are living and often working in today’s 
society.



BIOLOGY – YEAR 8  – IN H ER ITAN C E 

A KEY KNOWLEDGE
1 Competition

The struggle between different organisms 
for survival.

2 Inherited 
Characteristic

A feature or characteristic that has been 
passed on genetically.

3 Endangered
When there are so few of a species left 
that it could disappear altogether and 
become extinct. 

4 Natural 
Selection

A process by which characteristics can be 
passed on in genes, and become more 
common in a population over generations.

5 Gametes
The male or female sex cell (sperm or 
egg).

6 Mutation
A change in the genetic composition of a 
cell.

7 Allele
Different forms of a gene, they can be 
recessive or dominant.

8 Base
Joined together in pairs, are components 
of DNA.

B NATURAL SELECTION

1 Variation
Living things produce offspring. These show 
variation (differences in appearance) 
because of differences in their genes.

2 Competition
Organisms will compete for food, shelter, 
mates. Some of them will have genes which 
will make them more successful.

3 Survival
The better adapted organisms will then 
survive and reproduce. 

4 Reproduction
When the organisms reproduce they will 
pass on the successful genes to their 
offspring and through future generations.

5 Evolution

The eventual change in a species over a long 
period of time, as successful genes are 
passed on through the process of natural 
selection.

C DNA IN CELLS

1 Nucleus
Part of the cell where genetic 
information is contained.

2 Chromosomes Thread-line strands made of DNA 
which contain genetic information. 

3 DNA
Deoxyribonucleic acid – the 
molecule in the nucleus of cells that 
carries genetic information.

4 Genes 
A section of DNA that controls an 
inherited feature.

1 2 3 4
Getting smaller in size



Science Year 8 Climate 

A The Atmosphere

1
Composition. 
The gases in the 
atmosphere.

78% Nitrogen. Relatively 
unreactive.
21% Oxygen. Essential for most 
living things
0.04% Carbon dioxide. 

Plus a small amount of argon

2 Photosynthesis by 
plants

Absorbs carbon dioxide and 
releases oxygen. Requires light. 
The carbon is locked up in the 
plant material. This may 
become food for animals. 
This is the start of food chains.
This happens on land and in 
water.

3 Respiration by 
plants and animals

Absorbs oxygen and releases 
carbon dioxide.
Uses glucose from food.
Occurs in mitochondria in cells

4 Combustion

The burning of fuels. This 
includes biofuels such as wood. 
Also fossil fuels such as coal, 
natural gas and oil. 

5 The Carbon Cycle
Shows how carbon is recycled 
between the environment and 
living things.

B Greenhouse Effect

1 Greenhouse Effect

When energy from the sun is 
transferred to the thermal 
energy store of gases in the 
atmosphere 

2 Greenhouse gases

Two important greenhouse 
gases are carbon dioxide ( 
from respiration and 
combustion) and methane 
(from cattle farming and rice 
growing).

3 Natural Greenhouse Effect

Gases in the atmosphere, 
including water vapour act to 
keep the Earth warm. This has 
always been important for living 
organisms

C Global Warming
1 Global Warming The gradual increase in surface 

temperature of the Earth.

2 Fossil Fuels 

Remains of dead organisms that are 
burned as fuels.
Coal, oil and gas.
Release carbon into the atmosphere 
which was locked up millions of years 
ago.

3 Carbon Sink
Areas of vegetation, the oceans or 
the soil which absorb and store 
carbon.

4 Effects Of Global 
Warming

Rising sea levels.
Melting of ice caps and glaciers.
Changing weather patterns.
More frequent and extreme weather 
such as storms and droughts.



Y E A R  8  C I T I Z E N S H I P  – H U M A N  R I G H T S

B CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
Reasons why children need their own rights

1 Vulnerability The quality or state of being exposed to the possibility of being attacked or 
harmed, either physically or emotionally.

2 Dependency The state of relying on or being controlled by someone or something else.

Charities focusing on Children’s Rights

3 The Children’s Rights Alliance for England (CRAE)

4 National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) 

5 United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF)

D A HUMAN BEINGS BASIC NEEDS

1 Water 5
.

Clothing

2 Nutritious food 6 Fire/Warmth

3 Shelter 7 Sleep

4 Education 8 Defence/Protection from harm

C EXAMPLES OF CHILDREN’S RIGHTS BEING DENIED

1 Child Labour The employment of children in an industry or business, especially when illegal or 
considered exploitative. Forcing a child to work.

2 Child Abuse

When a child is intentionally harmed by an adult or another child. It can be 
prolonged or a one-off action. It can be physical, sexual or emotional and it can 
happen in person or online. It can also be a lack of love, care and attention, this is 
neglect.

3 Child Soldiers Any children under the age of 18 who are recruited by a state or non-state armed 
group.

4 Education for Girls In many counties, girls are not given the same access to education as their male 
counterparts. This violates their right to education.

E GENDER AND SEXUALITY 
1 Heterosexual A person sexually attracted to people of the opposite sex

2 Homosexual A person sexually attracted to people of the same sex

3 Gay A homosexual man

4 Lesbian A homosexual woman

5 Bisexual A person sexually attracted to the opposite sex and the same sex

6 Transgender When your gender identity (how you feel) is different than what doctors/midwives 
assigned to you when you were born (girl/boy or sex assigned at birth).

7 Homophobia Prejudice against homosexual people.

8 LGBTQ+ LGBTQ+ is an acronym for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/questioning and 
other.

9
LGBT Social 
Movement

Social movements that campaign for LGBT people in society

A KEY TERMS

1
Universal 
Declaration of 
Human Rights

Written in 1948, is an international document adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly that enshrines the rights and freedoms of all human beings.

2 The Holocaust 
The World War II genocide of the European Jews. Between 1941 and 1945, across 
German-occupied Europe, Nazi Germany and its collaborators systematically 
murdered six million Jews.

3 Violation The act of breaking or dishonouring  of the law, a duty or right

4 Stereotype A fixed, over generalised belief about a particular group

5 Prejudice The act of treating somebody unfairly because of who they are or because of the 
characteristics they possess. 

6 Discrimination
The act of having a unjustified, incorrect and negative attitude towards somebody 
because of they membership of a particular group or due to having particular 
characteristics. 

7 Magna Carta 
An important document signed by King John on June 15, 1215. It stated the King 
should no longer have freedom to punish an individual except through the law of the 
land. Therefore protecting the people’s rights.

8 Bill of Rights 
This bill set limits on the power of the Monarch and sets out rights for all Englishmen, 
including freedom to petition the Monarch without fear of retribution.
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G E O G R A P H Y  – Y E A R  8  - A U S T R A L I A

A KEYWORDS
1 Biome A global scale ecosystem

2 Ecosystem
A  community of plants and animals and the environment in which 

they live

3 Climate The weather conditions over a long period of time

4 Biodiversity The variety of plants and animals in an ecosystem

5 Culture The ways of life (including arts and beliefs) of a group of people 
that are passed down from generation to generation

6 Indigenous people Groups of people who are descended from the earliest known 
inhabitants of a region

7 Sustainability Meeting the needs of people today as well as future generations

8 Adaptation To change to suit the environment

9 Pandemic A disease that spreads over multiple countries or continents

E GREAT BARRIER REEF
1 Coral Coral is a tiny animal with a skeleton that lives in warm water 

and attaches itself to rocks
2 Coral reef A ridge of rock in the sea formed by the growth of coral

3 Coral bleaching Rising sea temperatures cause coral to turn white

4 Ocean acidification The ocean becomes more acidic due to the increase in 
carbon dioxide that it absorbs from the atmosphere

F WILDFIRES
1 Wildfire An uncontrolled fire that destroys large areas of land

2 Flash point The temperature at which something burns

3 Natural hazard A natural event that has a social impact

4 Frequency How often an event happens

5 Distribution The spread of where they are

6 Intensity The strength of the wildfire

7 Management The process of dealing with or controlling something

B FLOODING

1 Flood Too much water for the river channel to hold so spills onto 
surrounding land

2 Flood risk The probability/chance of being affected by a flood

3 Resilience The ability of a community to cope with a hazard

4 Flood hydrograph A graph that shows how a river responds to rainfall

5 Rising limb Shows how quickly a river responds to a storm

6 Falling limb Shows how quickly the water goes down after a storm

7 Lag time
The time difference between the highest rainfall and highest 
amount of water in the river

8 Discharge The amount of water in the river

9 Peak discharge The highest amount of water in the river

10 Peak rainfall The highest amount of rain that falls 

11 Base flow The amount of water in the river without the storm water

12 Interception Rain that is stopped from reaching the ground because of leaves 

13 Infiltration Water soaking into the ground

14 Run-off Water flowing on top of the ground

DC FLOODING – CAUSES AND MANAGEMENT
1 La Nina A climate pattern that describes the cooling of surface ocean 

water in the Eastern Pacific Ocean

2 Geology Rock type

3 Relief The shape of the land – height and steepness

4 Rainfall duration and 
intensity How long it rains for and how heavy the rain is 

5 Urbanisation The growth of towns and cities

6 Deforestation Cutting down of trees

7 Permeable A surface that water can soak into 

8 Impermeable A surface that water cannot soak into

9 Saturated Full of water

10 Levees Raised river banks along the river 

11 Floodplain zoning Planned zoning of land to reduce the effects of flooding

12 Flood warnings Reliable advanced information about possible floods

13 Planting trees Planting trees to increase interception



DRAMA - YEAR 8 - SCRIPT EXPLORATION

A Key Terms

1 Dialogue The words that the characters say to each other.

2 Stage 
directions

Instructions from the playwright indicating the 
movements of the characters around the stage. 
They are usually written in Italics and in 
(brackets)

3 Act
Plays are often divided into long sections called 
Acts, usually 2, sometimes more. Acts are 
usually made up of scenes.

4 Scene
A small section of a play in a particular time or 
place. A change of place or time ( or both ) 
means a new scene has started.

5 Characterisation The creation of a character, thinking about their 
qualities and personality.

6 Monologue A section of the play that only involves one 
character talking.

7 Duologue A section of a play that only involves two 
characters talking.

8 Themes An underlying message or big idea within the 
play.

B Exploring character

1 Archetypes
A type of character that we might expect to 
see in a play.
The innocent one, the caregiver, the hero...

2 Stereotypes

An oversimplified idea of a group of people  
based on their background, interests, image 
etc
For example:
People who wear glasses = intelligent
Teenagers = Lazy
It is important to carefully consider playing 
stereotypes to not cause offence.

3 Role on the 
wall

Facts about a character written on an outline 
of a person. It can include known information 
such as physical appearance, age, gender 
(written in the outside) as well as internal 
thoughts and feelings such as likes/dislikes, 
friends/enemies, opinions, motivations, secrets 
and dreams.

4 Hot Seating

An exercise to deepen understanding of 
character. An actor sits in the hot-seat and is 
questioned in role, spontaneously answering 
questions they may not have considered 
before. Hot-seating helps an actor become 
more familiar with their role.

5 Subtext
The unspoken or less obvious meaning behind 
what a character says. They may say one 
thing but mean another.

C Design

1 Costumes and 
Props

The clothes that you wear tell the audience a 
great deal about the character you are playing -
the style, the colour, the age, the condition.

2 Lighting
The colour and brightness of the lights is a 
tremendous way of creating atmosphere. It can 
also indicate to the audience time of day and 
location.

3 Sound
Music and can be used to emphasise the 
atmosphere created in the play text.
Sound effects could be added or used as 
instructed by the stage directions.



ENGLISH - YEAR 8  ± LORD OF THE FL IES

A KEY WORDS

1 Civilisation
The process by which a society or place 
reaches an advanced stage of social and 
cultural development and organization

2 Conscience
A person's moral sense of right and wrong, 
viewed as acting as a guide to one's 
behaviour

3 Democracy

A system of government by the whole 
population or all the eligible members of a 
state, typically through elected 
representatives

4 Dictatorship Government by a dictator

5 Guilt
A feeling of having committed wrong or 
failed in an obligation

6 Hierarchy
A system in which members of an 
organization or society are ranked according 
to relative status or authority

7 Malevolent
Having or showing a wish to do evil to others

8 Manipulation
The action of influencing someone in a 
clever or unscrupulous way

9 Morality
Principles concerning the distinction 
between right and wrong or good and bad 
behaviour

10 Nurture Care for and protect while growing

11 Spirituality Being concerned with the human spirit or 
soul as opposed to material / physical things

12 Taboo Prohibited or restricted by social custom

C THEMES & IDEAS

1

William Golding writing in 1953, conveys the message that 
human beings must have rules, authority and government in 
order to maintain a safe environment. Left on their own -with 
freedom from discipline, rules, and governmental regulations -
Golding seems to suggest that humans will return to animal 
instincts and a basic form of savagery.

2
On the island, Golding explores ideas behind Nazism- +LWOHU¶V�
µVXSUHPH¶�$U\DQ�UDFH�DQG�WKH�66¶V�EUXWDO�ZD\�RI�LQVWLOOLQJ�IHDU�
into society.  The island looks like a paradise but humans 
eventually turn it into a hellish place.

3

Freud tried to label what motivates humans
<RX�DUH�ERUQ�ZLWK�\RXU�³,G´��,W�GHVLUHV�ZKDWHYHU�IHHOV�JRRG��
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��+XPDQV�PXVW�OHDUQ�WKDW�RXU�³(JR´�KDV�
GHVLUHV�WKDW�KDYH�VRPH�FRQVHTXHQFHV��³6XSHUHJR´�LV�PRUDOV��
doing the right thing and thinking before acting and must be 
WDXJKW��&KLOGUHQ�OHDUQ�WR�FRQWDLQ�WKHLU�³,G´���7KLV�LV�GLIILFXOW�RQ�DQ�
island with no adults to instruct them.

4

Christians believe humans are sinners since Adam and Eve ate 
the forbidden fruit from the tree of knowledge in the Garden of 
Eden. Human beings find it hard not to 'give in' when tempted by 
evil, rather than standing up for good. Original sin is used to try 
to explain away such things as genocide, war, cruelty, 
exploitation and abuse.

B HALF TERM WRITING FOCUS

1

Planning structure for fiction ±
Use extended whole text 

devices; metaphor, circular 
references and varied discourse 

markers. 



D APPROACH TO ANALYSIS

1
Answer the question  The writer

2
Supporting quote µ¶«««««�¶¶

3
Get technical employs

4

Layered meanings of whole quote & 
word level

INSIDE TEXT

implies

and suggests

because

5
INSIDE OR OUTSIDE TEXT but could 

symbolise

6
Link to perspectives, messages or 

contextual influences
OUTSIDE TEXT

to convey

F CONTEXT

1

WWII 1939 -1945 involved Europe, Russia, North 
Africa & Asia. 60 million people died and about 40 
million of those were civilians. In 1939 Germany, led 
by Hitler and the Nazi party, invaded Poland.  Many 
people were separated from their normal influences in 
society, like on the island in the text.  Golding depicts 
this as affecting their decision-making and eventually 
becoming less civilised ± mirroring the real life war.

2

In 1940, Golding joined the Royal Navy and 
participated in the invasion of Normandy.  Many 
characters in the text want to be accepted and 
belong.  This affects how they behave and also, how 
the characters are shown as choosing a side to align 
with.

3

Horrors of WW2, such as the Nazi concentration 
camps, Kristelnacht, the Japanese treatment of 
prisoners of war, and the bombing of civilians affected 
his view of humanity and evil���*ROGLQJ¶V�WH[W�XVHV�
the events from the war to influence events in the plot.  
He demonstrates that the longer the unnatural 
situation goes on the worse the people act.

4

Throughout the 1950s, people in Britain feared the 
threat of nuclear war. The Allied nuclear attacks on 
Nagasaki and Hiroshima in Japan at the end of WW2 
brought home to people what nuclear war meant.  
Golding creates a hidden enemy for the boys to fear 
by creating the beast.  This fear makes them easier to 
control.

E NON-FICTION WRITING STRUCTURE

1 Introduce your views on the situation / issue

2 Develop points and link to the wider community

3 Focus on the big picture, the global significance

4 Counter argument with solutions and actions by individual 
and society

5 Conclude by revisiting your viewpoint



ENGL ISH  - YEAR 8  – OF  MIC E  AN D  MEN

A KEY WORDS
1 Companionship a feeling of fellowship or friendship

2 Economic considered in relation to trade, industry, 
and the creation of wealth

3 Fragility easily broken or damaged

4 Freedom
the right to act, speak, or think as one 
wants

5 Idealism unrealistic belief in or pursuit of 
perfection

6 Independence
free from outside control; not subject to 
another's authority

7 Innocence without knowledge of something's 
significance or possible consequences

8 Itinerant a person who travels from place to place

9 Outcasts
a person who has been rejected or 
ostracized by their society or social 
group

10 Patriarchy
a system of society in which men hold 
the power and women are largely 
excluded from it

11 Prejudice
dislike, hostility, or unjust behaviour 
deriving from preconceived and 
unfounded opinions

12 Sacrifice
an act of slaughtering an animal or 
person for the sake of something 
regarded as more important or worthy

C THEMES & IDEAS

1
LONELINESS Every character experiences loneliness. Curley’s Wife, is the 

only woman; Crooks is isolated by his race; the ranch workers 
live solitary lives. Although George and Lennie have each 
other, they are in still in some ways lonely due to the 
intellectual imbalance.

2

FRIENDSHIP George and Lennie’s friendship is central to the novella. They 
are different to the others because they “got” each other. 
George’s final decision to shoot Lennie is ultimately about love 
and friendship – a lesson he learnt from Candy and his dog.  
Steinbeck uses cyclical links in the structure to show how 
inevitable & inescapable the end is.

3

ANIMALS 
AND NATURE

Referred to frequently throughout the novella. The novel begins 
and ends with vivid descriptions of nature. He also compares 
characters to animals, e.g. Lennie is compared to a bear, 
Curley is compared to a fish and a terrier.  Many writers use 
symbolism through nature and animals to represent society or 
foreshadow key events later in the text.

4

THE 
AMERICAN 

DREAM

The idea that wealth, happiness, success and freedom can be 
achieved through hard work. A better life can be achieved by 
anyone who applies effort. In reality, people (especially 
minority groups) face many barriers to this ideal. None of the 
characters achieve their dream, (own their own ranch, 
“belong”, be an actress, be respected) which demonstrates the 
impossibility of the American Dream.

B HALF TERM WRITING FOCUS

1

Planning structure for non-
fiction

Use of varied discourse 
markers for links to best 

effect to help create 
cohesion & impact. 



D APPROACH TO ANALYSIS

1
Answer the question The writer

2
Supporting quote ‘’…………….’’

3
Get technical utilises

4

Layered meanings of whole quote & 
word level

INSIDE TEXT

implies

and suggests

because

5
INSIDE OR OUTSIDE TEXT but could 

represent

6
Link to perspectives, messages or 

contextual influences
OUTSIDE TEXT

demonstrating

F CONTEXT

1 John 
Steinbeck

An American author who lived between 1902 and 
1968. Many of his 27 novels involve themes of fate 
and injustice, and deal with the lives and problems 
of working people. Many of the characters in his 
books are immigrants who went to California 
looking for work or a better life.

2 The Great 
Depression

In the 1920s America had been very prosperous. 
However, in October 1929 millions of dollars were 
wiped out in the Wall Street crash. Throughout 
most of the 1930s there were terrible economic 
problems – many people lost their life savings and 
a third of Americans (12-15million) were 
unemployed, with no social support system & left 
facing poverty.

3 Racism  

Life was tough for black people living in America in 
the 1930s. Racism was rampant and there were 
not yet laws preventing the discrimination of 
African Americans. White and black people were 
segregated, and black people often had to work 
harder for less money. They also received less aid 
in hard times. The lynching of black people was 
common, often for the most petty or unproven 
crimes. The Jim Crow laws reinforced racism.

4 Inequality

During the First World War many women had filled 
in for men. With the Great Depression, women lost 
their jobs so that men could work instead. Women 
were expected to return to the role of housewife 
and be content to stay at home.
Of Mice and Men is set in a time which favoured 
white people, and the strong like Curley do not 
care for and even attack the weak.

E PLOT STRUCTURE

1



ENGLISH - YEAR 8  ± SMART

A KEY WORDS

1 Ambiguity
The quality of being open to more than one 
interpretation ± the actual meaning is not clear or 
exact.

2 Autism
A developmental disorder which causes people to 
have difficulty with social interaction and 
communication.

3 Catharsis The process of relief after a period of strong, 
highly-charged emotions.

4 Context
The circumstances or background (historical, 
social, cultural) that influence the events, 
characters and ideas in a text.

5 Denouement
The final part of a narrative in which the strands 
of the plot all come together and are explained or 
resolved.

6 Investigate To discover and examine the facts of an incident 
in order to establish the truth.

7 Journalist
A person who writes for newspapers, magazines 
or news websites or prepares news to be 
broadcast.

8 Justice Fairness in way that people are treated. 

9 Perseverance Persisting in doing something until you achieve 
success, even if it is difficult.

10 Prejudice
Preconceived opinions about someone or 
something that are not based on the real truth or 
your experience of that person/situation.

11 Sleuth A detective.

12 Stream of 
Consciousness

$�OLWHUDU\�VW\OH�LQ�ZKLFK�D�FKDUDFWHU¶V�WKRXJKWV�
and feelings are presented in a continuous flow. 

C THEMES & IDEAS

1 Investigation

7KH�PDLQ�FKDUDFWHU��.LHUDQ¶V�DPELWLRQ�LV�WR�EH�D�MRXUQDOLVW�
and investigate crimes. In the novel he seeks clues to help 
VROYH�D�³PXUGHU´��$OWKRXJK�.LHUDQ�LV�YHU\�REVHUYDQW��KH�
does not always understand the full meaning of what he is 
seeing. The reader is encouraged to put these clues 
together and infer meaning instead.

2 Difference

Kieran is different to others because he is autistic. He reacts 
to situations differently to others. Karwana is different 
because he is a refugee from another country; he has 
different cultural traditions. The novel demonstrates that 
³WKLQNLQJ�GLIIHUHQWO\´�LV�D�SRVLWLYH�TXDOLW\�

3 Family
.LHUDQ¶V�IDPLO\�OLIH�LV�GLIILFXOW��+H�VSHQGV�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�DZD\�
from the house to avoid his step-father. His love for his mum 
and grandma prove that family is important and there is 
hope that things will get better.

4 Homelessness

The death of a homeless man is the start point for the plot. 
Kieran is kind and sympathetic towards the homeless. His 
attitude towards the homeless helps the reader see the 
needs and difficulties faced by homeless people.

5 Bullying

Various types of bullying are covered in the novel: Kieran is 
bullied at school for being different; his step-father bullies 
both Kieran and his mum; homeless people are treated 
unkindly; animal cruelty is uncovered. No bullying is 
acceptable and during the novel we see the different ways in 
which bullying is prevented or stopped.

B HALF TERM WRITING FOCUS

1

Planning structure for non-
fiction, persuasive writing.
Use of varied discourse 
markers to create links for 
the best effect and to help 
create cohesion & impact. 



D APPROACH TO ANALYSIS

1 P: Answer the question  7KH�ZULWHU«

2 E: Supporting quote µ¶«««««�¶¶

3 E: Overall impression created
implies

suggests

4
E/Z: Effect of individual word choices

(including technical terms)

INSIDE TEXT

utilises / uses __
FUHDWHV«

LV�HIIHFWLYH«

EHFDXVH«

5 Layers of meaning but could also 
UHSUHVHQW«

6
R/W: Link to perspectives, messages

or contextual influences

OUTSIDE TEXT

demonstrating
represents
symbolises
influences

F CONTEXT

1 Kim Slater

Kim Slater Is an author who lives in Nottingham. For many years 
she sent her work to publishers, but was never successful. At the 
age of 40 she decided to return to university to develop her 
writing skills. She earned a first class honours degree from 
Nottingham Trent University in English & Creative Writing, 
followed by a MA in Creative Writing. Smart was originally written 
as a 3,000-word short story as part of her studies. Her 
classmates loved it so much that she decided to turn it into a 
novel. Smart was first published in 2014. She has written a 
further 3 books since then.

2 Nottingham

Nottingham is a city in the East Midlands ± the city centre is just 
under 30 miles from Swadlincote and Burton. Nottingham has 
links to the Robin Hood legend and was an important part of the 
lace-making industry during the Industrial Revolution. The city 
dates back to at least the Anglo-Saxons. The castle was built in 
1068 and the settlement grew and grew, until it was eventually 
DZDUGHG�FLW\�VWDWXV�LQ�������DV�SDUW�RI�4XHHQ�9LFWRULD¶V�'LDPRQG�
Jubilee celebrations.

3 Autism 

Autism is a lifelong, developmental disability. Autistic people 
see, hear and feel the world differently to other people. Some 
autistic people say the world feels overwhelming; in particular, 
understanding and relating to other people, and taking part in 
everyday family, school, work and social life. Autistic people have 
difficulties with interpreting both verbal and non-verbal language 
like gestures or tone of voice. Many have a very literal 
understanding of language, and think people always mean 
exactly what they say. They may find it difficult to use or 
understand: facial expressions, tone of voice, jokes and sarcasm. 
Autism is a spectrum condition, which means being autistic will 
affect people in different ways.

4 L.S. Lowry

Laurence Stephen Lowry was born on 1st November 1887. He 
was an English artist. Many of his drawings and paintings depict 
Pendlebury, Lancashire (where he lived and worked for more 
than 40 years) Salford and the surrounding area. Lowry is 
famous for painting scenes of life in the industrial districts of 
North West England in the mid-20th century, containing human 
ILJXUHV��RIWHQ�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV��PDWFKVWLFN�PHQ³��+H�GLHG�RQ�WKH�
23rd February 1976.

5
Martin 

Brunt & 
Journalism

Journalism is a form of writing that tells people about things that 
really happened (the news), but that they might not have known 
about already. Journalists gather and assess information, which 
they then present to the public. They might work at newspapers, 
magazines, websites or for TV or radio stations.

Martin Brunt is crime correspondent for Sky News. He has been 
with the channel since its launch in 1989. He covers stories from 

E PLOT STRUCTURE

1



FRENCH – YEAR 8 – SUMMER TERM 3

A LES PAYS 
1 Scotland L’Ecosse
2 Ireland L’Irlande
3 England L’Angleterre
4 Germany L’Allemagne
5 France La France
6 Wales Le Pays de Galles
7 Portugal Le Portugal
8 Spain L’Espagne
9 Italy L’Italie

10 Greece La Grèce
11 The United States Les Etats Unis
12 Canada Le Canada
13 I go/ I’m going Je vais
14 I am going to go Je vais aller

B LA METEO
1 It is sunny Il y a du soleil

2 It is windy Il y a du vent

3 It is foggy Il y a du brouillard

4 It is stormy Il y des orages

5 It is cloudy Il y a des nuages

6 It’s raining Il pleut

7 It’s snowing Il neige

8 The weather is nice/ bad Il fait beau/ mauvais

9 It’s hot Il fait chaud

10 It’s cold Il fait froid

C EN VACANCES

1 I spend my holidays Je passe mes vacances

2 Abroad À l’étranger

3 In the countryside À la campagne

4 At the seaside Au bord de la mer

5 At home Chez moi

6 I stay Je reste

7 One week Une semaine

8 A fortnight Quinze jours

9 A month Un mois

10 I go on holiday Je vais en vacances

11 With my family Avec ma famille

12 With friends Avec des copains

13 With a friend’s family Avec la famille d’un 
copain

14 I travel Je voyage

15 By car En voiture

16 By coach En car

17 By plane En avion

18 By train En train

E LE FUTUR

1 I am going to swim in the 
sea

Je vais nager dans la mer

2
I am going to go to the 
beach

Je vais aller à la plage

3 I am going to do sailing Je vais faire de la voile

4 I am going to go fishing Je vais aller à la pêche

5 I am going to stay in bed Je vais rester au lit

6
I am going to do windsurfing Je vais faire de la planche à 

voile
7 I am going to dance Je vais danser

8 I am going to eat in a 
restaurant

Je vais manger dans un 
restaurant

9 I am going to buy souvenirs Je vais acheter des souvenirs

10 I am going to go for a walk Je vais faire des promenades

11 I am going to travel Je vais voyager

12 I am going to visit Je vais visiter

D LES ACIVITES
1 I go to the beach Je vais à la plage

2 I visit touristy places Je visite les endroits touristiques

3 I play volleyball Je joue au volley

4 I do shopping Je fais du shopping

5 I go to town Je vais en ville

6 I tour the town Je fais un tour de la ville

7
I swim in the swimming 
pool

Je nage dans la piscine

8 I read a book Je lis un livre

9 I do skiing Je fais du ski

10 I go to the restaurants Je vais aux restaurants

11 
I eat typical food Je mange de la nourriture 

typique
12 I play cards Je joue aux cartes



G E O G R A P H Y  ± Y E A R  9 ± U S A

A KEYWORDS

1 Opportunity The advantages of a process 

2 Challenge A disadvantage or barriers to overcome a process

3 Migration The movement of people

4 Immigration People moving into a country

5 Emigration People moving out of a country

6 Push factor A reason to move away from a place e.g. flooding

7 Pull factor A reason to move to a new place e.g. better job 

8 Quality of life The well-being of individuals or groups of people

9 Sustainability
Meeting the needs of today without affecting future 

generations 

10 Mitigation Action taken to reduce the long term risk

11 Adaptation To change to suit the environment

D MONITORING AND 3PS
1 Monitoring Collecting of data

2 Prediction Using the data to predict hazards

3 Protection Buildings of structures that withstand hazards

4 Planning Knowing what to do before, during and after a hazard

C EFFECTS AND RESPONSES

1 Primary 
effects Damage caused directly by the hazard

2 Secondary 
effects

A result of the primary effect. (Tsunami, fires and 
landslides)

3 Immediate 
responses

Search and rescue. Keeping people alive.

4
Long term 
responses

Re-building with the aim of returning lives back to normal 
and reducing future risk

E DESERT AND WATER
1 Desert An area that receives less than 250mm a rainfall a year 

2 Water stress Demand for water exceeds the amount of water needed

3 Water security Reliable availability of clean water

4 Water insecurity Not enough water for the needs of the population

5 Water deficit Demand for water is greater than supply

6 Water surplus Water supply is greater than demand

7 Grey water Waste water from homes that can be recycled

B TROPICAL STORMS
1 Tropical storm An area of intense low pressure

2 Evaporation The sun heats up water in the rivers and turns it into 
vapour or steam

3 Condensation When water vapour in the air gets cold and changes back 
into a liquid.  This forms clouds.

4 Coriolis effect The spin of the Earth

5 Latent heat Released when air condenses fuelling the tropical storm

6 Longitude Circle the Earth in a north-south direction

7 Latitude Circle the Earth in an east-west direction



History - Year 8, Term 3 - Slavery, Empire and the American Civil War

A KEY DEFINITIONS

1 Primary source A source of information taken directly from the 
time studied e.g. newspapers

2 Secondary source A source of information created after an event or 
using primary materials e.g. school textbook

3 Empire
A group of countries ruled over by one country 
(e.g. The British Empire controlled 72 countries, 
24% of the world’s population at its peak)

4 Slaves People being made to work with no pay after 
being forcibly taken from their own country.

5 Colony
A country or area under the control of another 
country and occupied by settlers from that 
country.

6 The Atlantic slave 
trade

The highly profitable exchange of slaves between 
nations in Europe, Africa and the Americas 

7 The Middle 
Passage

The treacherous journey slaves underwent from 
West Africa to America

8 Confederates
The Confederacy was formed in 1861 by seven 
slave states: South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, 
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas.

9 Slave auction A slave sale where the slave is sold to the highest 
bidder

10 Plantation A large farm in the Deep South of the USA or 
West Indies  that used slaves to carry out work 

11 The Union
During the American Civil War, the Union, also 
known as the North, referred to the United States 
led by President Abraham Lincoln.

12 Overseer
Usually a white man who supervised the slaves 
on the plantation and made sure that they kept 
working

13 Abolition To stop something completely.

B KEY DATES

1 25 March 1807
The Slave Trade Act that 
banned the slave trade in the 
British Empire

2 28 August 1833
Law passed in Britain abolishing 
slavery completely in the British 
Empire. All slaves were freed.

3 4 March 1861

Abraham Lincoln elected as 
President of the USA - this 
prompts 7 States to leave the 
USA and form the Confederate 
States of America

4 1861-1865 The dates of the Civil War in the 
USA

5 15 April 1865
President Lincoln is 
assassinated by John Wilkes 
Booth

C KEY INDIVIDUALS

1 William Wilberforce
British politician who was an 
important member of the 
abolition movement (the group 
who wanted to end slavery)

2 Abraham Lincoln President of the USA who 
abolished slavery in 1865

3 Jefferson Davis 

An American politician who 
served as the president of the 
Confederate States from 1861 to 
1865 in opposition to Lincoln 
and the Northern states

4 John Wilkes Booth
The man responsible for the 
assassination of President 
Lincoln

5 Olaudah Equiano
A West African slave who 
bought his own freedom and 
campaigned for the abolition of 
the slave trade 



Symbols
1 Heading text This displays text on the 

webpage in a heading 
style. You can use h1 ʹ h6

<h1>Explore the lakes, rivers and mountains of 
New Zealand</h1>

2 Images This is used to display the 
images. You can set the 
size of the image by using 
both width and height. 
�ŶƐƵƌĞ�ǇŽƵ�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŵŽǀĞ�
the image to a different 
folder once you have 
referenced it.

<img src=newzealand.jpg
width=700px>

3 Line breaks Used to give you gaps 
between your different 
elements

<br>

4 Paragraphs Used to split your text 
into paragraphs

<p style="text-align:center">

</p>
5 Hyperlinks Used to navigate between 

different pages in your 
site and websites.

Webpage on your own site:
<a href=australia.html>
External website:
<a href="http://www.google.com"> Click here 
to explore Australia </a>

6 Web forms These are used to collect information from people visiting your website. 
Could be used to sign up for news letters. For these to work properly they 
would need to be linked to databases:

<form id="subscribe-form">
<p>Contact us here: </p>
<p>
<label for= "Firstname">Firstname:</label>
<input type="text" name="firstname">

</p>
<input type="submit" value="Submit"> 

</form>

ICT ʹ YEAR 8 ʹ HTML

Symbol
1 WWW A collection of websites that can be 

accessed using the internet
www.hotmail.com
www.pingleacademy.derbyshire.sch.uk
www.twitter.com

2 HTML Defines the structure and content of your 
web page

<body>
<h1>
SEE AMAZING SCENERY

</h1>
3 CSS (Cascading Style Sheets)

CSS defines the style and layout of web 
pages
CSS can be used to change the style of a 
whole website, one web page or a single 
occurrence of an element

<style>
h1 {color:blue; text-align:center}

</style>

4 Tags This is the key structure of the webpage, it 
can be used to identify text, images, 
alignment

A text header, denoted using the <h1> , <h2> , 
<h3> , <h4> , <h5> , <h6> tags.
A paragraph, denoted using the <p> tag.
A horizontal ruler, denoted using the <hr> tag.

5 Browser A software application that lets you 
visit websites on the internet

Google Chrome
Safari
Microsoft edge 
Firefox

6 Navigation Used to move around a website. They 
are typically found at the top or right 
side of a webpage. You might see links 
to pages such as Products, about or 
contact.

7 Pixels These are used to define the size of 
your text and images for example 
10px or 20px the bigger the pixels the 
larger the font or picture.

<img src=newzealand.jpg
width=700px>

http://www.hotmail.com/
http://www.pingleacademy.derbyshire.sch.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/


ICT ʹ YEAR 8 ʹ Python

A Key  statements

1 Print In order to display text in the shell 
you need to use a Print statement

2 Input 
statements

Using var = input () we can ask a 
user to input some information.  
We can then print this back to the 
console window

3 IF 
statements 

Can be used to select different 
options in a program depending 
on a condition. Also known as 
selection.

4 For loop Used to repeat a set of 
instructions a set number of times

5 While loop Used to repeat instructions until a 
condition is met. Eg until the user 
types end.

OUTPUT

OUTPUT

B Data Types

1 String A type of variable for storing text 
͞ƐƚƌŝŶŐƐ͟�Ğ͘Ő͘�͞,ĞůůŽ�tŽƌůĚ͟

EĂŵĞсŝŶƉƵƚ;͞�ŶƚĞƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶĂŵĞ͟Ϳ
print(Name)

2 Integer A type of variable for storing whole 
numbers

Age=int;ŝŶƉƵƚ;͞�ŶƚĞƌ�ĂŐĞͿͿ
print(age)

3 Float A type of variable for storing 
decimal numbers. Also known as a 
real number

�ŽƐƚсĨůŽĂƚ;ŝŶŽƵƚ;͞�ŶƚĞƌ�ĐŽƐƚ͟ͿͿ
print(cost)

4 Boolean A data type that only has 2 states, 
true / false

Check=True
Display=False

C Key Concepts

1 Syntax Syntax is what we call the format 
that the code needs to be in, in 
order to be processed correctly. If 
it is not in the correct format then 
the code will not work. This is 
called a SYNTAX Error

2 Variables Are something that can be used to 
store information. The information 
that is stored can be changed

KƉƚŝŽŶ�с�͞Ă͟
'ĞŶĚĞƌ�с�͞DĂůĞ͟



 
 

 

1 Variables 
- text 

These hold text values, which will 
vary. 
 
You should choose a name that 
gives you a clue what is stored 
there.  
 

Textwindow.WriteLine("What's 
your name? ") 
Name = TextWindow.Read() 

2 Variables 
- Number 

These hold Number values, which 
will vary. 
 

Textwindow.WriteLine("What's 
your name? ") 
age = TextWindow.Read() 
 

 

1  Print 
statements 

These are used to display to the 
programmer. 

dĞǆƚǁŝŶĚŽǁ͘ǁƌŝƚĞůŝŶĞ;͞,�>>K͟Ϳ 

2 For Loops In small basic we can use these 
instead of having to repeat the 
same instructions. This makes it 
quicker for us to write or edit the 
code, it also saves storage space. 
  

4 Conditional 
Operators 

These are used within the if 
statement.  They compare the 
variable to a set condition and if 
met complete the stated 
outcome. 

= Equals 
>Greater than 
<Less Than 
>= Greater than or equal 
<=Less than or equal 
< >Not equal 

 

1  Programming 
window 

This is where you will 
type the code for your 
program to run. 

Turtle.Move(100) 
Turtle.TurnRight() 

2 Graphics 
Window 

This is where the result 
will be displayed if 
using the turtle 
function.  

3 Screen  
co-ordinates 

You are able to declare 
the location you want 
your turtle to travel to.  

4 Graphic 
window 
styles 

You can set the 
background colours.        

Graphicswindow.penc
ŽůŽƌс͟ƌĞĚ͟ 

5 Text You are able to get this 
to display within the 
graphics window. 

Textwindow.WriteLin
Ğ;͙͙͘͘͟͞Ϳ 

6 Background 
colour & Pen 
colour 

This can be set to alter 
the way the text or 
graphic window 
appear. 

Textwindow.backgrou
ŶĚĐŽůŽƌс͟ZĞĚ͟ 
 
Graphicswindow.penc
ŽůŽƌс͟ŐƌĞĞŶ͟ 

7 The editor This is where you are actually entering your 
code. 

 
 

 



MATHEMATICS - YEAR 8 - TERM 3
A CALCULATING WITH FRACTIONS
1 Comparing 

fractions
Find the LCM of the denominators.
Generate new fractions with the same denominator to compare.

2
Adding or 
subtracting 
fractions

Find the LCM of the denominators. Generate new fractions with 
the same denominator to add or subtract.

3 Multiplying 
fractions

Multiply the numerators together and the denominators and fully 
simplify. Cross cancel beforehand where possible.

4 Reciprocal
!
" → "

!

5 Dividing 
fractions

Multiply by the reciprocal of the second fraction.
Simplify if necessary.

6 Integer Whole number that can be written as a fraction over 1

B STRAIGHT LINE GRAPHS

1 Direct 
proportion

2 $ = graph $ coordinate is always the given value (vertical graph)

3 & = graph & coordinate is always the given value (horizontal graph)

4 Completing a 
table of values

Substitute each x value into the equation of the line and find 
each value of y.

5
Plotting a 
graph from a 
table of values

Each column in the table is a coordinate
e.g. gives (0, 3) and (2, 7)

6 Gradient ' = ()*(+
,)*,+

7 y-intercept Where the graph crosses the y-axis, we use - to mean y-
intercept

8 Equation of a 
straight line & = '$ + -

C PERCENTAGES, DECIMALS & FRACTIONS

1 Time conversions

0.5 hours = 30 minutes
0.25 hours = 15 minutes
0.3̇ hours = 20 minutes
0.1 hours = 6 minutes

3 Recurring decimal A number that repeats in a pattern forever e.g. 0.656565… = 0.6̇5̇

4 Converting between 
fractions and decimals

F à D: Divide numerator by denominator 
D à F: Write as fraction over the given place value and simplify 
(e.g. 0.47 = 34566)

5
Converting between 
fractions and 
percentages

F à P: make denominator 100 and write as % 
P à F: write as fraction over 100 and simplify 

6
Converting between 
decimals and 
percentages

D à P: multiply by 100
P à D: divide by 100

7 Percentage Means “out of 100”. E.g. 24% = 83566

8 Finding percentage of 
amount (non-calc) Find 1% or 10% and add to make amount

9 Percentage increase/ 
decrease (non-calc) Find the amount then add or subtract from the original amount

10 Percentage change
9:!;<=
>?@<@;!A then turn into a percentage 

11 Percentage
Box method

12 Percentage multiplier 
(calc)

The decimal equivalent of a percentage used to find a percentage of a 
quantity

13 Percentage increase 
/decrease (calc)

For an increase, add the percentage to 100% and change to a 
multiplier.
For an decrease, subtract the percentage from 100% and change to a 
multiplier.



PHYSICS  – YEAR 8  – HEATING &  COOL ING

A THERMAL ENERGY

1 Temperature: 
A measure of the motion and energy of 
the particles. 
Unit = ℃

2 Thermal 
energy: 

The quantity of energy stored in a 
substance due to the movement of its 
particles. 
Unit = J

3 Thermal 
conductor: 

Material that allows heat to move quickly 
through it. 

We say the material has a high thermal 
conductivity.

4 Thermal 
insulator: 

Material that only allows heat to travel 
slowly through it. 

We say the material has a low thermal 
conductivity.

5
What affects 
thermal 
energy?

The thermal energy of an object 
depends upon its mass and 
temperature.

When there is a temperature difference, 
energy transfers from the hotter to the 
cooler object. 

B ENERGY TRANSFER

1
How can 
thermal 
energy 
travel?

Thermal energy is transferred through 
different pathways, by particles in 
conduction and convection, and by 
waves in radiation.

2 Conduction: 
Transfer of thermal energy by the 
vibration of particles or by the movement 
electrons in a metal.

3 Convection:

Transfer of thermal energy when 
particles in a heated fluid (liquid or gas) 
rise up, as the hotter material is less 
dense. 

4 Radiation: Transfer of thermal energy as a wave of 
invisible Infra-red light.



Year 8 PSHE - MONEY

A  KEY TERMS
1 Money Money is an object of value that allows people to obtain what they need to live and 

purchase things they want.

2 Economy 
An economy is a system for allocating resources to meet people's needs and 
wants.

3 Tax
Tax is money that people must pay to the government. The government uses the 
money it gets from taxes to pay for things.

4 Economist A person who studies economics is called an economist.

5 Consumer A person who purchases goods for independent use. 

6 Deposit A sum of money paid into a bank or savings account. 

B Credit v Debit 
1 Credit Credit is the ability to borrow money or obtain goods with the understanding that you'll 

pay later.

2 Debit Money that has been taken out of a bank account.

3 Interest Interest is the charge for the privilege of borrowing money.

4 Loan A thing that is borrowed, especially a sum of money that is expected to be paid back with 
interest.

5 APR
This amount is the annual interest rate plus any other fees (annual percentage rate)

C Cost of living 
1 Mortgage A bank or building society lend you money to buy a house and it is paid back monthly.

2 Utility Bills The cost of essential bills, for example  electricity, gas, water or council tax

3 Contract A written agreement, usually related to employment or sales, that is intended to be 
enforceable by law.

E Payday loans 
1 Payday loan A Loan you can apply for from a private company, you must pay it back often

2 Bankruptcy When you are legally declared as having no money or income.

3 Debt A state of owing money to someone or a bank. 

F Advantages and disadvantages of Credit and Debit
Advantages of credit and debit Disadvantages 

1. Credit 
2. No need to carry cash
3. Shop online or on the phone
4. No debt
5. Debit 
6. No need to carry cash
7. Shop online or on the phone
8. Buy what you need, when you need it
9. Pay for things in instalments, rather 

than all at once

1. Credit 
2. Need to have money in account
3. Can accidently overspend and enter 

into an overdraft
4. Fraudsters may steal and use your 

card
5. Debit
6. It will take time to pay off the debt
7. Interest rates may be high
8. Missing a payment may affect your 

credit rating -
9. Fraudsters may steal and use your 

card

D Value of Money 
1 Budget A limit of how much money you wish to spend each month.

2 Savings The money a person has saved through a bank account. 

3 Payslip A document an employee receives on pay day to tell them of their earnings. 

4 Overdraft This is what you have when you use up all your money in your bank account, it is 
money borrowed from the bank.

5 Investment When you give money to a cause in order to make more money in return. 
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GR AN VILLE  R E  – YEAR 8 S IKH ISM (SUMMER)

A KEY TERMS

1 Diwan Hall
The worship room and where the 
Guru Granth Sahib is mainly kept.

2 Gurdwara
A place of worship for Sikhs. 
Gurdwara means ‘the door to the 
Guru’.

3 Guru Spiritual teacher.

4
Guru Granth
Sahib

The eternal living Guru through the 
form of sacred text.

5 Khalsa

The family of initiated Sikh’s. Sikhs do 
this by taking part in the Amrit 
Sanskar ceremony and becoming 
an amrit-dhari Sikh.

6 Langar Hall
The kitchen where (the langar) 
vegetarian food is prepared and 
served.

7 Waheguru
Means ‘Wonderful Lord’ in Punjabi 
and is used to refer to God.

8 Monotheism
Meaning to worship only one God. 
Sikhism is a monotheist faith as they 
only worship the Waheguru.

9 Guru Nanak

The founder of Sikhism. He 
disappeared for three days while 
washing at the river Bain. God 
revealed himself to Nanak and he 
then rejected his Hindu traditions and 
led a life practising equality.

10
Guru Gobind 
Singh

Guru Gobind Singh was the last of the 
ten Gurus, the one who transformed 
the Sikh faith. He created the Khalsa
(pure) community. 

B SEWA

1 Sewa

Is selfless service. Sikhs are encouraged to become better people 
by helping others and promoting equality. These acts must be 
done regularly to become closer to the Waheguru and show their 
faith (gurmukh).

2 Tan 
(physical)

This involves physical work and tasks to show selfless service. 
For example, this could be cooking or serving in the langar, 
cleaning the gurdwara or helping with gardening.

3 Man 
(intellectual)

This involves a Sikh using their mental skills and talents. For 
example, this could be teaching people how to read or 
understand the Guru Granth Sahib, teaching people how to play 
the musical instruments used during worship or being a member 
of the gurdwara committee.

4 Dhan
(material)

This involves Sikhs selflessly helping others by sharing their 
material wealth. This could be donating one tenth of their income 
to the Sikh community / gurdwara or to charities, which is known 
as daswandh. It could also involve helping others in times of 
financial difficulty or giving money to the poor.

C ROLE OF THE GURDWARA

1 Outside the 
Gurdwara

The Nishan Sahib (an orange flag) with the Sikh symbol the 
Khanda (double-edged sword) in the middle which notifies people 
of the Gurdwara’s presence

2 The Holy 
Book

In the diwan hall the focus of attention is at the front. There is a 
palki (raised platform) in which the Guru Granth Sahib is placed to 
show respect. When the Guru Granth Sahib is not  open to be 
read it is covered by a romala (cloth). There is a canopy, called 
chandni, above it. The area where the Guru Granth Sahib rests is 
known as the takht, the throne. 

3 Before 
worship

The first thing Sikhs do is remove their shoes to avoid bringing in 
dirt and then they wash their hands. Regardless of your faith (or 
non-faith) you will be asked to cover your head once inside the 
Gurdwara. These actions show respect.

4 After worship
At the end of the worship Karah Prashad (holy sweet food) is 
shared with the sangat ((congregation). This symbolises equality. 
Sikh’s and visitors can have a vegetarian meal in the Langar Hall. 

D THE 5 K’S
1 Kangha

The comb is used to keep the uncut hair tidy. It represents 
cleaning one’s heart.

2 Kirpan This means ‘sword of compassion’. It remind Sikhs to choose 
between right and wrong and defend those in need of it.

3 Kara
The steel bangle represents a strong bond with God, he has no beginning 
and no end (eternal).

4 Kesh The uncut hair, a gift from God.

5 Kachera
A pair of loose shorts to remind Sikhs of their duty to others. They 
are also a reminder of the need for self control in all that they do.

E FESTIVAL: VAISAKHI

1 When is the 
festival?

Vaisakhi, also spelled Baisakhi, is one of the most important 
dates in the Sikh calendar. It is the Sikh New Year festival and is 
celebrated on April 13 or 14.

2
Why is  the 
festival 
Important?

In 1699 the tenth guru, Guru Gobind Singh, chose Vaisakhi as 
the occasion to transform the Sikhs into a family of soldier saints, 
known as the Khalsa Panth. Guru Gobind Singh founded the 
Khalsa in front of thousands at Anandpur Sahib, India.

3
How is it 
celebrated 
today?

On Vaisakhi, Gurdwaras are decorated and visited. Parades, 
gatka (Indian martial art) and singing of hymns happen 
throughout the day. Many Sikhs choose to be initiated into the 
Khalsa brotherhood on this day.

4 Nagar Kirtan

The festival is marked with nagar kirtan processions: 
processions through the streets (nagar means "town") which form 
an important part of Sikh culture and religious celebrations. 
Kirtan is a term meaning the singing of hymns from the Guru 
Granth Sahib. Celebrations always include music, singing and 
chanting scriptures and hymns.
The processions are led by traditionally dressed Panj Pyares (five 
beloved ones). The Guru Granth Sahib will be carried in the 
procession in a place of honour.


